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mediaeval church in causing devoted service to the poor to prevail in 
the midst of barbarism and lawlessness and in maintaining institutions 
where the sick and afflicted were given not only kindly and intelligent 
but even comparatively scientific treatment in the midst of prevailing 
ignorance and superstition. 

The author (page 112) protests against a writer who has reviewed the 
long history of the Hotel- Dien of Paris , and who selected for publication 
whatever could be found of evil. One may question whether M. Lalle- 
mand has not gone to the other extreme. 

It is doubtless an oversight that the story of the Spanish princess in- 
stantly curing with a compassionate embrace a woman covered with 
sores is given as historic fact (page 318), yet the author seems re- 
markably in sympathy with the mediaeval point of view, and closes the 
book with a poem glorifying charity as a means of personal salvation. 
If the system of free lodgings had any effect upon the development of 
vagabondage, or if such charitable foundations as that at Autun 
(page 325), where three thousand people were regularly assembled for 
the free distribution of bread, were accompanied by any unhappy re- 
sults, such facts and their lessons are unnoticed. 

David I. Green. 

Hartford, Conn. 

Le chSmage et la profession. By Max Lazard. Paris, Felix 
Alcan, 1909. — 370 pp. 

If stock of present-day statistics were to be taken, one of the most 
striking features would probably be the number of new problems which 
have come within the range of this science. Some would perhaps ex- 
press a doubt as to the alleged progress in pure theory. Admirers of the 
past generation of leading statisticians might be tempted to maintain 
that there was much more ardor and enthusiasm in the works of Quete- 
let and Will Farr than in the dry volumes which statisticians publish 
nowadays. But at all events there will be no doubt with regard to the 
fact, that the present generation of statisticians grapple with problems 
which were hardly dreamed of a few decades ago. No sooner have we 
obtained a tolerable knowledge of the chances of death at different 
stages of life and under different circumstances, than the question arises 
how a man will on an average get through life from cradle to grave, at 
what age he will reach the summit of working power, what will be his 
income at different ages, what will be his chances of becoming an in- 
valid or of getting out of work etc.; and each new problem gives rise 
to numberless new questions of more or less importance and to the cry 
for fresh statistical data. 
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The work here reviewed is an interesting and valuable contribution 
to the solution of one of these new problems : that of unemployment. 
It might be objected that it covers only a small part of the vast ground 
which is to be laid open, viz., that of the census reports, whereas the 
statistics of the trade unions, which will perhaps prove the more fertile, 
are not dealt with. Several years ago the well known Christian Social- 
ist, J. M. Ludlow, remarked that the books of the trade unions would 
by and by reveal facts of much greater importance than the observa- 
tions with regard to life and death which are contained in the books of 
the friendly societies or which are heaped up on the shelves in Somer- 
set House. The monthly communications in the Labor Gazette testify 
to the truth of this assertion. When we come to deal with insurance 
against unemployment, such data will prove of immeasurable value. 
The new Danish act on public support of societies insuring against un- 
employment, one of the most interesting of modern social experiments, 
would perhaps never have come into existence if the vigorous Danish 
trade unions had not been able to furnish the government with statisti- 
cal observations on unemployment in the various trades. The books 
of the societies which have been founded in consequence of that act, 
will undoubtedly after a time answer several questions which M. Lazard 
occasionally mentions, such as the influence of age, the duration of un- 
employment, the chances of under- rate workingmen for getting work 
and so on. 

But the field is so broad that an author cannot be blamed if he 
chooses only a small part of it as his peculiar plot. Numbers of 
statisticians will in fact have to be set to work before the problem can 
be satisfactorily solved. M. Lazard aims at bringing harmony out 
of the apparent chaos of the chapters on unemployment which some 
of the modern census reports contain. He deals mainly with the 
French censuses of 1901 and 1896, and with the German enumerations 
of June and December, 1895. In France no less than 6600 various 
designations of trades were enumerated in 1 901, forming about 1400 
groups, which were again arranged under 250 heads in 10 sections. 
Great care was taken to avoid mistakes, and even though complete ac- 
curacy is of course unattainable, still we are justified in relying on the 
numbers as a fairly correct picture of the unemployment in a modern 
society. 

M. Lazard does not confine himself to the tables of these reports ; 
he rearranges the observations after a careful analysis in order to facili- 
tate a comparison with other data. The correlation between the four 
series of observations will appear on inspection of some diagrams and 



534 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXIV 

tables, the sole objection to which might be that they are rather un- 
practically arranged, so that they require too much space. It might 
also be objected that the law of error is not applied, some of the trades 
having very few members and consequently proportionally wide casual 
deviations from the average. But at all events M. Lazard is quite 
justified in concluding that there is a much closer correlation between 
the members than would appear at first sight. To prove this he forms 
for each census and for each trade a " coefficient of unemployment," 
viz., the rate of unemployment of the trade divided by the general rate 
of unemployment at the time of the census in question. It is surpris- 
ing how little these coefficients vary from one census to another, leav- 
ing out of consideration some peculiar trades where the observations 
are evidently incorrect or small in number, or where the season has a 
comparatively great influence. 

It is not difficult to prove this correlation by a single diagram. 
Tabulating for instance the results of the French census of 1 901, so 
that the coefficients of unemployment are arranged according to size, 
beginning with the smallest one, these coefficients can be used as or- 
dinates in a diagram , whereas the numbers, according to size , are used 
as abscissas. The result will be a curve rising from zero to the highest 
value of the coefficient of unemployment tabulated. If, further, the 
corresponding values of the other censuses are put down with the same 
abscissa for each trade as in the curve, it will be found that these series 
of points follow the curve very closely, as an unadjusted table will follow 
an adjusted one. 

After all this, there is reason to think that, although the problem is 
much more complicated, the chaos of the observations on unemploy- 
ment will be more easily dissipated than was the corresponding chaos 
fifty years ago with regard to the mortality in various professions. 
And if this hold good, the solution of the great problem of our day, 
insurance against unemployment, will draw nearer. 

Harold Westergaard. 

Copenhagen. 

Unemployment, a Problem of Industry. BvW. H. BEVERIDGE. 
London and New York, Longmans, Green and Company, 1909. — 
xvi, 317 pp. 

If the Unemployed Workmen Act of 1905 had accomplished noth- 
ing more than the production of this book it would have been justified. 
The author, as member of the Central (Unemployed) Body for Lon- 
don, which was created by the act, has acquired a first-hand, detailed 



